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MEDIA ADVISORY
August 7, 2026
Squamish, British Columbia
SQUAMISH HELPING HANDS MARKS INTERNATIONAL OVERDOSE AWARENESS IN AUGUST 2026
BC Has Been in a State of Emergency Since 2016 Due to the Toxic Drug Crisis.
Throughout August 2026, there will be a series of local events, art installations, and educational resources in Squamish to raise awareness about the ongoing toxic drug crisis. Sea to Sky residents are invited to a film screening on August 19th at the Squamish Adventure Centre, a speaking event to honour those lost to toxic drugs on August 31 at Junction Park, along with chair painting and shirt making activities at the Overdose Prevention Site (OPS).
These events are organized by the Sea to Sky Community Action Team (CAT), co-chaired by Squamish Helping Hands (SHH) and the District of Squamish, to address the overdose crisis, save lives, and reduce stigma. 
The largest event will be held in Junction Park from 2-5 p.m. on International Overdose Awareness Day (IOAD), August 31. Speakers from across the Sea to Sky and Lower Mainland will address the effects of the toxic drug crisis on communities and families and offer paths forward through individual grief and collective solutions. The event will open with a welcome from the Squamish Nation followed by an address from Mayor Armand Hurford, and will include time for attendees to visit the tables of a variety of organizations engaged in local harm reduction work.
“International Overdose Awareness Day is a globally recognized day of gathering, mourning, action and tackling stigma,” said SHH Executive Director, Lori Pyne, “It’s a day to mourn those we’ve lost and demonstrate the power of community in addressing the toxic drug crisis.”
On August 19th from 4-6pm, the CAT will show Toxic, a 2022 documentary on the Vancouver opioid crisis. A VCH staff member will then offer a facilitated discussion and a chance to debrief. This is an opportunity to learn more about the opioid crisis from those with lived experience and the public is encouraged to attend to learn more. Tickets for this free event are found here.  
A purple chair painting event will be held on August 11 from 1-3pm outside the OPS. Modelled after the North Shore’s Purple Chair Awareness Campaign, each painted purple chair is intended to represent a person lost to toxic drug poisoning who is loved, missed, and remembered. Every empty painted chair will be displayed throughout Squamish to honour the life lost and prompt a call to action. On August 25, our community will host a t-shirt tie dying workshop outside the OPS from 11:00-2:30 p.m. All materials will be provided, including t-shirts in a variety of sizes. The purple-dyed shirts will be washed and ready for pickup from the OPS on August 28th, in time for them to be worn to IOAD.
Alongside these four events held throughout August, there will be a display at the library highlighting some incredible, curated literature and a window display at Pearls with an art piece by Squamish Nation member and Emergency Outreach Worker, Benjamin Lewis.
BC Emergency Health Services has seen a 105% total increase in annual overdose/poisoning events since the provincial state of emergency for toxic drugs was instated in 2016. In 2025, paramedics responded to 116 overdoses in Squamish, not including the 125 overdoses successfully reversed without external medical intervention at the Overdose Prevention Site (OPS). 
Since the OPS opened in 2021 there have been no fatal overdoses on-site, which underscores the  official theme for IOAD 2026: 25 years on. Still needed. While the toxic drug crisis continues to devastate communities, harm reduction, education, holistic support models, and community care are saving lives. 
“This year marks 10 years since British Columbia declared a public health emergency in response to the toxic drug crisis, and the impact continues to be felt in communities across the Sea to Sky region” said Dr. Ceinwen Pope, Medical Health Officer for the Sea-to-Sky area with Vancouver Coastal Health. “I am grateful for the Sea to Sky Community Action Team and the collective work to build relationships, cultivate shared understanding, and improve how we support people who use substances. This work helps prevent overdoses and keep people alive.”
CAT Members Involved:
Vancouver Coastal Health
Squamish Nation
Pearl Space 
Foundry BC
Sea to Sky Community Services Society
Squamish Helping Hands

For further information, contact: 
Amber Cowie, Director of Fund Development and Partnership
acowie@shhs.ca
604-390-3000
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